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declined on Change. This decline will continue
so long as the king remains undecided."

Meanwhile, the king appeared unshaken.
" The king has made edicts," wrote Marie
Antoinette to Maria Theresa, "which will per-
haps occasion new broils with the Parliament;
I hope matters will not go so far as during the
last reign, and that the king will maintain his
authority." But Malesherbes, Turgot's friend
and collaborator, asked for modifications in
the purview of the edict concerning the cor-
vtfes, in order to prevent certain administrative
abuses; and he desired, in case the consent
of the Parliament could not be obtained, that
recourse should be had to the Court of Aids.
Trudaine held that these half-way measures
would be taken for weakness, and Turgot was
naturally of his opinion. The king being with
Turgot, it was determined to proceed to the
bed of justice.

In the interval, the pamphleteering war-
fare went forward with increasing vigor. Each
day saw the hatching of a new petition, a new
memorial, new ballads, epigrams, and puns.

" M. de Malesherbes does all;
" M. de Sartine doubts all;
" M. Turgot spoils all;
" M. de Saint-Germain routs all;
" M. de Maurepas mocks all.", Since the assembling
